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July 18, 2003
Contact: Marilyn Marler, UM/Missoula noxious weed coordinator, (406) 243-6642,
marilyn.marler@ mso.umt.edu; Kelly Chadwick, Montana Native Plant Society, 243-5439,
kchadwick@mso.unit.edu.
TOUR OFFERS EXPLORATION OF NATIVE PLANTS
MISSOULA—
Native plant gardens create habitat for Montana insects and birds, help conserve water
and preserve a little of the natural Missoula Valley. If you are interested in such areas, take the
2003 Native Plant Garden Tour from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m . Saturday, July 26.
The tour kicks off at 11 a.m. at the Montana Native Plant Garden, located on The
University of Montana campus adjacent to the Natural Sciences Building (the old Botany
Building) and the University Center. Directions to four other artistic native gardens will be
available at the UM garden between 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
The garden tour is sponsored by the Clark Fork Chapter of the Montana Native Plant
Society in cooperation with UM and the Missoula County Weed District.
The five gardens in the tour will each offer expert gardeners to answer questions. The
event is for gardeners of all skills and backgrounds, whether they are looking for ideas about
how to get started from scratch or ways to incorporate more native and waterwise plants into
their existing gardens.
“Native plant gardening has become increasingly popular in Missoula and throughout
the West as people look for ways to decrease water consumption and attract birds and
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butterflies to their yards,” said Marilyn Marler, UM-Missoula noxious weed coordinator. “In
my job I get more questions about native plant gardening than I do about weed management, so
I know people are interested in the subject.”
No dogs or smoking will be allowed on the tour. For more information, call Kelly
Chadwick at 243-5439 or e-mail her at kchadwick@mso.umt.edu. Information about the
Montana Native Plant Society is available online at www.umt.edu/mnps.
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